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that he (the King) would not feel justified in creating peers for dealing
with the House of Lords question until after a second general election
directed specially to that question ; and from the beginning Asquith
appears to have taken for granted that a second election would be neces-
sary before the House of Lords could be dealt with. But Redmond's
speech called for immediate notice, and when the new Parliament met
Asquith took the first opportunity of making the situation clear :l
I tell the House quite frankly that I have received no such guarantee, and
that I have asked for no such guarantee. In my judgment it is the duty of
responsible politicians in this country, as long as possible and as far as possible,
to keep the name of the Sovereign and the prerogatives of the Crown outside
the domain of party politics. If the occasion should arise, I should not hesitate
to tender such advice to the Crown as in the circumstances the exigencies of
the situation appear to warrant in the public interest. But to ask, in advance,
for a blank authority, for the indefinite exercise of the Royal Prerogative,
in regard to a measure which has never been submitted to, or approved by, the
House of Commons, is a request which, in my judgment, no constitutional
statesman can properly make, and it is a concession which the Sovereign
cannot be expected to grant.
This was satisfactory to the King, who had read Redmond's speech
with something like dismay, but it was disillusion and disappointment
not only to the Irish but to a large number of Liberals and Radicals,
who, on the strength of the one election, had seen themselves sweeping
away the obstruction of the House of Lords and marching to victory
all along the line.
6
The situation was now very near deadlock. The Opposition had
landed themselves in the House of Lords in a dangerous predicament
by the rejection of the Budget, and the Government, vis-a-vis the
Irish and their own restive supporters, were scarcely in better plight.
Irish and Radicals alike demanded that the Budget should not go
back to the Lords unless preceded, or at least accompanied by, a clear
statement of Government policy on the House of Lords question;
Redmond wanted the Budget altered and the spirit duties abated to
please his Irish supporters. Asquith was clear upon one point, that
there must be no bargaining with the Irish upon the Budget and that
1" Life of Lord Oxford and Asquith," Vol. I, p. 273.
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